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John R. Stockwell introduces the documentary made about him by Academy 
Award-winning filmmaker Saul Landau. The movie has been shown in several 
film festivals around the world and on TV in many countries; but the U.S. 
networks, including PBS, refused to show it. Consequently, our showing 
provides its American premiere. Next, we look at segments of three weeks' 
coverage by the TV networks of the situation concerning the Russian troops 
in Cuba, interspersed with John's comments. Finally, John gives his 
evaluation of Cuba, having recently visited there three times, and his 
arguments against the CIA. The program was designated "tonight's highlight" 
by the Austin American-Statesman and evoked much discussion. 
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from Florida and their lies and miss Tate's statements and exaggerations are become the issue even though 
they're false and even though everyone involved in the press knows that they're false no one in the press 
points us out to the readers this is even the editors who write their columns rarely tackle the president or the 
Secretary of State or even an admiral turner they will take him on some time but they Rick how often do you 
read an article did you after the the President's speech the other night about this crisis where was there any 
editorial in a major newspaper that said that he lied on point after point after point well you know | think John 
pointed out before when he was on the show that the CIA yo as now | guess then admitted that they have 
bought journalists in the past but you also pointed out that a lot of events were staged for the benefit of the 


press and stories of course spoon-fed to the press owned by the CIA and most of these go unchallenged 
well there's a social relationship and class relationship with the upper people who control the newspapers 
meadow newspaper so now the old boy network this has been pointed out but you know many months back 
when they were talking about CIA and press relationships well they press people of the top members of the 
press meet in the Bilderberg Group along with members of the CIA they're in the same social clubs they 
know each other on a personal basis so naturally there's going to be revenge what what evolves is the end 
result of all this is that the CIA's existence in the 50s and the 60s when it gallops so it got so far out of line 
drugs sex experiments on unwitting American guinea pigs assassination attempts of world leaders 
successful some successful and and many many crimes that you can only describe as depraved and 
Vietnam War and the end goal 
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and Vietnam War and the end goal Warren coos and these things were permissible this this evolution of this 
organization was possible only with the indulgence of the press if the press had been alert had been smoking 
this organization out had been reporting that the CIA is doing this that and the other it could never have 
gotten by with it this is my big disappointment now is to see the nation the establishment turning and the 
press establishment this is what | said over the phone just yesterday | think the last conversation was in this 
series of conversations was just that that we're heading right back where we were with the indulgence of the 
press the press is cooperating with the government to put the Cl back in action just where it was mind you 
we've gone through all of these exposures of 19 75 and 76 and and the CIA's Charter has actually been 
expanded in the last three years since then but John you were talking about the press and the fact that they 
have not performed this watchdog function even when they have the opportunity such as your letter to the 
New York Times tell us about that well they've been there been a couple | don't | don't have the time to 
spend a lot of time writing all the letters that occur to me obviously | think we all have that syndrome of 
reading something say boy I'd like to answer that myself and occasionally | read something that | really do 
feel like | have something valid to say but last year | got a call from an editor of the New York Times who said 
that they had run an article from congressman Stratton a letter calling for a stronger expanded Cl and 
deploying the fact that the nation was weak because the CIA was in trouble it was broken down they had run 
a letter from Admiral Turner saying don't worry about it we need help we need your support but but we're still 
out there pitching so don't don't worry about it too much but give us your help and this guy who's I believe 
mind and heart are pretty honest 
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believe mind and heart are pretty honest and pretty much in the right place call me he said we got to have 
somebody come in and say wait a minute you know the other side of that is is calling for a closure of the CIA 
and so why don't you write that one stock will and | spent three weeks | didn't do anything else | wrote this 
thing and | rewrote it a talk on the phone and rewrote it | rewrote it | rewrote it | rewrote it and they never rent 
it did | ever tell you why I talked to them endlessly but essentially it boiled down at the end he quit returning 
my phone calls because he was getting embarrassed because essentially the one editor comes up with an 
article he likes and he shops it around the other editors and if they all sort of agree it gets momentum going 
until the boss says okay let's run with it and he couldn't get the momentum that they just weren't going to run 
an article that was anti Cl and they did not and my own experience by the way in dealing with the New York 
Times that time and three other occasions and dealing with Washington Post or I've also published is that 
the new york times is is at least 10 times as enlightened as Washington Post well this most recent letter 
which you wrote to the New York Times also reveals the same type of thinking you wrote to them about the 
Cuban situation did you not yes | | wrote to him about the Cuban situation and | must admit this time | was 
wiser and more experienced and also the editor that i was talking to is quite candid with me and quite 
straightforward and he told me the reasons quite promptly why they couldn't run it it was very frustrating to 
me because | thought it should be run and he would say he agreed and then he would say but it's not going 


to run it's obviously just you know and that that small group of people that article was not going to get priority 
over the others but the same principle is that no one has pointed out on in an international organ a Western 
international organ that this thing started with a CIA operation which got 
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started with a CIA operation which got out of hand it was a little bit more successful in the sea | ever 
dreamed and politics John you've been traveling a lot in trying to help get establish to make arrangements 
for a documentary which will be produced by BBC and be shown hopefully on PBS and then hopefully by the 
affiliates there's a lot of hope blowing the line there you've made three trips to Cuba what are your 
impressions of Cuba and the Cuban people in the system they have down there you know | when | went to 
Cuba the first time | felt a little bit like one of these Longhorn football players might feel if during oh ye week 
he found himself up in Oklahoma and he's walking around with people and finds a really nice people you 
know the hysteria that you get and the bad guys down in Cuba I've been so brainwashed even trying to be 
intelligent and see through our CIA propaganda | had been so brainwashed against communism that i | just | 
couldn't believe what I actually saw in Cuba now mind you the the nature and mentality of the Cuban people 
is I'm sure vastly different from the Soviets and the Soviet Union I've not been to Moscow and from 
everything | read about it and I'm not sure how much of it CIA written books and how much of its legitimate 
books I'm not eager to go except maybe as a tourist it strikes me as a fairly bleak climate and a political 
atmosphere that | wouldn't want to live in but that may not be the fault of communism | got down in Cuba and 
| found people were incredibly open you know you have the stereotype of the oppressive communist state 
where people are afraid to talk and afraid to talk to a foreigner and everything and they were urging me to go 
out on the streets and talk to anyone | wanted to and we would have these conversations they wanted to tell 
me about their system they're proud of it a lot of fun they wanted to tell me about the operations they had run 
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me about the operations they had run they wanted to brag about how they had clobbered us in Angola and 
what not and you know you're sitting there at at dinner you know hosted by the film national film company 
and present at that particular dinner of eight people or something was a member of the Central Committee 
and you know it's a kind of a little bit heavy and and a some party commissar and then a couple of people 
make films and then one interpreter and because | don't speak Spanish very well and this one guy from the 
film institute everybody else arturs mojitos this national drink down there except him he orders a brandy 
alexander and then he proceeds for 45 minutes to tell us all how he's really an anarchist it regardless 
communism and everything yeah okay it's better than capitalism for Cuba but basically | don't believe in any 
government much less communism or capitalism and he goes on and on with this and the central committee 
member is arguing with him and they're pouring their drinks and having and you know this isn't the way you 
visualize the communist country working they have they have Cuba was you know this is abundantly 
documented it was the brothel the whorehouse of the west of the United States it was where you went to 
play playground for the month playground for the Mafia playground for the rich New York bankers for the 
people in America who had money they went to Cuba to play it wasn't a very good deal for the Cuban people 
eighty percent of the country was owned by outside money from from the sugar land's to the banks to what 
factories are where it was owned by outside Castro kottpower organized it along communist lines and now 
the country belongs to the people and there is no way that Cl propaganda can can make a case that the 
people in Cuba regret that they have so much more of a stake 


END 


